Ixvi	Introduction: Part V
to have, had the title of Vikramaditya, and those of the legendary
hero. The most widespread at present is the theory that Vikrama is
Candragupta II of the Gupta dynasty (ruled about 375—413 a.d.,
according to Smith). The theory, if I mistake not, was first proposed
by Bhandarkar in JBBEAS. 20, p. 398 (year 1900). It has since been
accepted by Vincent Smith (Early History of India, 3rd ed., 1914, p.
290 ff.), by Fleet (JRAS. 1904, p. 166), and (as I infer) by Berriedale
Keith (JKAS. 1909, p. 433).* There seems to be no doubt, at least,
that this king actually bore the title Vikramaditya, and that his
general character and the splendor of his reign fit well enough the des-
criptions of our Vikrama. The chief rival theory was that of Hoernle
(JKAS. 1903, p. 545 ff., and 1909, p. 89 ff.). He believed that our
hero represents a certain Yagodharman, who defeated the White
Huns in the first half of the 6th century a.d. and establisht, apparently,
a considerable power. An important difficulty with this view is that
it cannot be shown with certainty that Yagodharman had the title of
Vikramaditya. Tho we have several of his inscriptions, in which he
boasts of his achievements, he does not take to himself the title.
Conclusion. — It seems on the whole at least possible, and perhaps
probable, that there really was a king named Vikramaditya who
reigned in Malava and founded the era of &S-57 b.c. It is possible
that later kings who assumed the same name, such as Candragupta
II,2 may have been confused with the original Vikramaditya in the
popular legends that have grown up about the name. And of course
it remains true that most that is told of him is pure legend.
Part VI.   Composite Outline of the original Vikrama-charita
For the significance of this Composite Outline, see the paragraph beginning "Re-
construction of the original Vikramacarita," above, pages xxx {. In this Outline
the stanzas are cited by the abbreviation vs or vss (verse or verses), with numbers,
which numbers refer to those given in the Alphabetic List of Verses at the end of the
text-volume, EOS. 27.
Please note! The numbers at the very beginning of each heading of this Composite
Outline are to be understood as the original numbers of the Section or Story concerned,
as they stood in the original Vilsxama-charita.
1	Also by Winternitz, Gesch. d. ind. Lit., 3. 38 f.
2	Konow, Z.c. page 8121, suggests that Candragupta n, who conquered Ujjaylw,
took the name of Vikramaditya precisely because of that fact and because the name
was so famous in the history of the distinguish^ capital of Malava,

